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CHAPTER X.
CONTINUATION OF THE TREATY OF PEACE.

O conclude and to secure peace in this new world,
T it was necessary that the delegates of the Iro-
quois, those of the Hurons, and the principal
Captains of three or four Alguonquin tribes, should
meet all together at some place with Monsieur the
Governor; in order, too, that all these Nations,—
who speak three or four different languages, whose
dispositions are so distinct one from another, and
who for so many years [103] have been eating,
devouring, and burning each other like madmen,—
should perform an act of the utmost wisdom, and
that so many inhuman barbarians should find enough
gentleness to agree together. In a word, to make
everything sure, it was necessary that each should
visit the others in their own country. All this
seemed impossible to human skill. But, when God
interposes in a matter, it cannot lack direction. The
holy and pure souls who support these poor peoples
by their prayers and by their vows have accomplished
that great work. Never had all these Nations who
are accustomed to come and see us every year,
come down so late; and, if they had arrived sooner,
they could not have gone up again,— for the Iroquois
Ambassadors, who held the knot of this matter in
their hands, were not here. We expected them
every day, speculating from afar upon the reasons
that could have caused so extraordinary a delay.



